
Stark County Board Meeting Minutes

August 8th, 2023
The Stark County Board met in the Courthouse for the August 8th Board Meeting at 6:30 pm. Vice-Chairman Robin Nowlan called the meeting to order. Roll call shows Howes, Schaffer, Loane, Nowlan, and McMillen present. A quorum was established, and Mr. McMillen led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Mr. Howes made a motion to approve the agenda with a second from Mr. Loane with all present voting aye, motion carried.

Leslea Carroll addressed the board about concerns involving the proposed CO2 pipeline that will come through a portion of the county. She presented information and requested the board to declare a moratorium opposing CO2 pipelines similar to what other counties have done.
Keith Webster and Dale Jackson addressed the board on the proposed UTV ordinance on the agenda. They requested an agricultural use exemption from the ordinance requirements.
A motion was made by Mr. McMillen to approve the minutes from the July 11th board meeting with a second by Mr. Loane with all present voting aye, motion carried. 
Committee Reports

Police-Mr. Loane reported the new E911 building is moving along.
Legislative-Mr. Howes stated that state elected officials planned to be available to the general public during the Illinois State Fair. 
Economic Development-None
Health Board-None
Road & Bridge-None
Finance-The monthly bills were presented for approval. After discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Wilson with a second from Mr. Howes to approve the payment of the bills with all present voting aye, motion carried.

Highway Report

North Valley Bridge work is in progress. Two new chainsaws were purchased. There will be a resolution presented during new business for the permission to secure a loan for the purchase of a new grader. 
Finance Report

The only issue reported is that the ARPA funds allocated for the Sheriff’s Office dispatcher salaries will run out in August. The funds were to last the entire fiscal year. 
Sheriff's Report

In the absence of the Sheriff, Mr. Loane presented the animal control and coroner budgets.

Budget Presentations
The Assessor, Circuit Clerk, and Treasurer presented their fiscal year 23/24 budgets to the board.
New Business

1) The bi-annual review of the closed session minutes resolution was presented for approval. Mr. Loane made a motion to approve the resolution with a second from Mr. Howes with all present voting aye, motion carried.

2) A resolution to authorize the County Engineer to secure a loan for the purchase of a grader was presented. Board members had several questions to justify a purchase this large including questions on the condition of the old grader and the status of the new highway building. This purchase was previously approved with the understanding it was coming out of the highway budget. After discussion, Mr. McMillen made a motion to approve the resolution. There was no second to the motion, the motion failed. 
Old Business

The UTV ordinance tabled last month was up for approval. Upon input from public comment, the board requested the agriculture use exemption be added to the ordinance. They also requested the age limit be removed to state that the operators must follow Illinois State child restraint guidelines. Mr. Howes made a motion to approve the ordinance with the amendments discussed. Mr. Loane seconded the motion with all present voting aye, motion carried. 

At 7:47 pm Mr. Wilson made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Mr. Howes with all present voting aye, meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Heather L. Hollis
County Clerk
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