
Stark County Board Meeting Minutes

February 9th, 2021
The Stark County Board met remotely and in the Courthouse for the February 9th Board Meeting at 6:30 pm. Chairman Curry called the meeting to order.  Roll call shows Howes, Loane, Nowlan, Bush, McMillen, and Curry Present. Chairman Curry established that a quorum was present, and Mr. Howes led the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion was made by Mr. Nowlan and seconded by Mrs. Bush to approve the agenda with all present voting aye, motion carried.

There were no public comments.

A motion was made by Mrs. Bush and seconded by Mr. Loane to approve the January 12th, 2021 meeting minutes with 5 ayes and 1 abstain, motion carried.  
Before committee reports, Chairman Curry made new committee appointments.  

Police-Loane & Bush, Legislative-Howes & McMillen, Health-Bush, Judicial-McMillen & Howes, Building & Grounds-Curry, Road & Bridge-Nowlan & Loane, Building Compliance Sub-Committee-Howes, Policy & Procedure Sub-Committee-Bush, Finance-Board as a whole. 
Committee Reports

1) Police-Mr. Loane attended a Zoom meeting regarding the new HB3653.
2) Legislative/Economic Development-None
3) Health Board-Mrs. Bush updated the Board on the status of the vaccination rollout and the overwhelming response from the community. This has created frustration with the Health Department website and the ability to secure appointments.  Staff is working hard to make this process run smoothly as possible, but they are at the mercy of the State as to when they receive more vaccine supply. 
4) Judicial-None

5) Building/Grounds-Mr. Curry and the Sheriff are working to install security measures in the Courthouse and Annex offices. Mr. Howes brought up the possibility of staff taking the Run, Hide, & Fight training and that this might also bring grant opportunities to help fund the security upgrade. 
6) Road/Bridge-Mr. Nowlan deferred to the engineer report later in the meeting.
7) Building Compliance Sub-Committee-None

8) Policy & Procedure Sub-Committee-Will be addressed on the agenda under old business.
9) Finance-The monthly bills were presented for approval. A motion was made by Mrs. Bush with a second from Mr. Nowlan to approve the payment of the bills with all present voting aye, motion carried.  
Highway Report

Engineer Judd Giffin gave the monthly highway report.  Snow removal has been ongoing due to the current weather pattern.  There have been issues with the International truck, plans are in place to update some of the signage in the County, MFT paperwork is complete, employees have taken GIS training and road inspections are ongoing.  There are funding issues with IDOT that are holding up several projects including the new building and he may have to take a different route on paying for these projects. Mr. Loane mentioned the upcoming bridge closures and recommended he get in touch with the Stark County Superintendent to coordinate bus routes.
Finance Report

Treasurer Leezer gave the finance report and the issue reported last month has been updated to reflect more accurate numbers. The salaries appear overbudget due to January having 3 pay periods.  The Frontier issues continue with delays on their end canceling phone lines.  It appears they were finally canceled at the end of January.  There are still some discrepancies on what we think is owed and what Frontier says is owed.  We should be receiving a final billing with the appropriate credits.
Sheriff's Report

There was no report, but discussion centered around the new HB3653 and how it will impact the County with the main concerns being the funding required to implement all the new requirements and the inclusion of the smaller counties on any oversight committees that may be formed.  
New Business

The lone item has been tabled to next month due to a weather-related cancellation of the Zoning Board Meeting that was to be held the previous night. 
Old Business
1) A revision of the handbook concerning how vacation works for County employees was presented. After discussion, a motion to approve was made by Mr. Loane with a second from Mr. Howes with all present voting aye, motion carried. 
At 7:40 pm a motion was made by Mrs. Bush to adjourn the meeting with a second from Mr. Loane with all present voting aye, meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Heather L. Hollis

County Clerk 
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