
Stark County Board Meeting Minutes

July 13th, 2021
The Stark County Board met in the Courthouse for the July 13th Board Meeting at 6:30 pm. Chairman Curry called the meeting to order. Roll call shows Howes, Loane, Nowlan, Bush, McMillen, and Curry present. Absent was Stone. Chairman Curry established that a quorum was present, and Mr. McMillen led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
A motion was made by Mrs. Bush and seconded by Mr. Nowlan to approve the agenda with all present voting aye, motion carried.

There was no public comment.
A motion was made by Mr. Nowlan and seconded by Mrs. Bush to approve the June 8th, 2021, meeting minutes with 5 ayes and 1 abstain, motion carried.
Committee Reports

1) Police-None
2) Legislative/Economic Development-None
3) Health Board-Mrs. Bush informed the board there will be a request forthcoming from the Henry/Stark Health Department to use American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds to purchase equipment to provide telemental health services in the jail for detainees in need of those services.
4) Judicial-None 
5) Building/Grounds-Mr. Curry has placed a protective cage for a tree on the grounds.
6) Road/Bridge-None
7) Building Compliance Sub-Committee-None

8) Finance-The monthly bills were presented for approval. After some discussion a motion was made by Mrs. Bush with a second from Mr. McMillen to approve the payment of the bills with all present voting aye, motion carried.  
Highway Report
County Engineer Judd Giffen gave the highway report.  IDOT has approved the bid packages and the relocation of the shed is completed. The recent heavy rainfall has created several washouts in the county that have been addressed and 70% of the County’s construction plans have been digitized. There is no update on the new building as funding is still an issue.  The Stark County OEM was in attendance and believes that he can assist with the funding using ARPA funds. 
Finance Report

Treasurer Paula Leezer reported on the overage of Sheriff’s Department salaries. This was due to the move from full-time to part-time for several employees after paying out unused vacation, comp, and sick time.  The first disbursement of property taxes has been sent.  Some taxing bodies have requested their disbursement be sent as an ACH.  With no opposition from the Board, the Treasurer will honor that request. 
Sheriff's Report

Chief Deputy Demetreon informed the board that Peoria County has agreed to accept the County into its E911 system.  The purchase of dash cams has been pushed back until next year.  Approval for the purchase of body cams was requested, with a portion of the purchase to be reimbursed by a grant and using the budget to cover the remaining costs. The Stark County OEM once again offered his assistance with the purchase using ARPA funds. The issue of increasing the payroll budget was also addressed.  The OEM suggested using hazard pay as a stopgap measure until the new union contract has been negotiated.  
Budget Presentation

Budget presentations began this month with the Circuit Clerk, Supervisor of Assessments, and County Clerk all presenting their prospective budgets.  
New Business

1) A new natural gas rate change to the current contract with Good Energy was presented for approval. A motion was made by Mr. Nowlan to approve the new rate with a second from Mr. McMillen with all present voting aye, motion carried.
2) Mr. McMillen made a motion to approve an extra $1.50 per hour hazard pay increase for the Sheriff’s Department employees using ARPA funds to offset costs until November 30th, 2021.  Mr. Loane seconded the motion with all present voting aye, motion carried.
Before adjournment Chairman Curry advised the board that they will need to start discussing the upcoming County Board District Reapportionment that is required by statute every ten years after the census.  
At 7:55 pm a motion was made by Mrs. Bush to adjourn the meeting with a second from Mr. Nowlan with all present voting aye, meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Heather L. Hollis

County Clerk 
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