
Stark County Board Meeting Minutes

May 10th, 2022
The Stark County Board met in the Courthouse and remotely for the May 10th Board Meeting at 6:30 pm. Chairman Curry called the meeting to order. Roll call shows Loane, Bush, Stone, and Curry physically present and McMillen remotely present. Absent were Howes and Nowlan. Chairman Curry established that a quorum was present. Ms. Bush made a motion to allow Mr. McMillen to participate remotely with a second from Mr. Loane with all present voting aye, motion carried. Ms. Stone led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Motion made by Ms. Bush with a second by Mr. Loane to approve the agenda with all present voting aye, motion carried.

No public comment.
Motion made by Mr. Loane to approve the minutes from the April 13th, 2022, board meeting and seconded by Ms. Bush with all present voting aye, motion carried.

Committee Reports

1) Police-None
2) Legislative/Economic Development-None
3) Health Board-None
4) Judicial-None
5) Building/Grounds-Chairman Curry reported on the status of the Good Energy bidding process for the supply of electricity. 
6) Road/Bridge-None
7) Building Compliance Sub-Committee-None
8) Finance-The monthly bills were presented for approval. After discussion motion was made by Mr. Loane with a second from Ms. Bush to approve the payment of the bills with all present voting aye, motion carried.

9) ARPA Requests-Circuit Clerk Julie Kenney addressed the board for funds to purchase an electronic seal for $2337. Ms. Bush made a motion to approve the purchase with a second from Mr. Loane with all present voting aye, motion carried.
The Board recognized Stark County OEM Mat Schnepple who received the Illinois Emergency Manager of the Year award. 
U of I Extension

Jenny Garner from the U of I Extension office reported to the board. She highlighted programs available, gave attendance figures, and thanked the board for their continued support. 
Auditor Report

Ron Hilton from Meister, Hilton & Chitwood gave the yearly report of the audit. The County received a very favorable report and continues to add to the reserves.
Highway Report
Funding and the location for the new building are still being explored. Frontier filed a damage claim against the County. The County was not working in the reported area of damage and the claim is being denied. There is an issue with Frontier lines across County property without any record of easements. Sealcoat and aggregate bidding went out. The North Valley bridge repair is due to begin in August. Mr. McMillen asked about needed repairs on Grain Bin Road. The plan is to repair that road this summer along with repairs on Duncan and Winans Road.
Finance Report

No issues were reported. 
Sheriff's Report

No report
At 7:10 pm Ms. Bush made a motion to enter an executive session to discuss the first new business item on the agenda, Zerla vs. Stark County lawsuit. Mr. Loane seconded the motion with everyone present in favor of entering an executive session.
At 7:46 pm Chairman Curry reopened the board meeting. 

New Business

1) Ms. Bush made a motion to approve a settlement regarding the Zerla vs. Stark County lawsuit with a second from Mr. Loane with four ayes and one abstained, motion carried.
2) The annual agreement with the University of Extension was presented. Ms. Bush made a motion to approve the agreement with a second from Mr. Loane with all present voting aye, motion carried.
3) A resolution to set the annual salaries of County Board members was presented. Ms. Bush made a motion to approve the resolution with a second from Mr. Loane with all present voting aye, motion carried. 
4) A resolution to set the salary for the next term of the Stark County Sheriff was presented. Ms. Bush made a motion to approve the resolution with a second from Mr. Loane with all present voting aye, motion carried.

Before the agenda items to set the salaries of the Treasurer and County Clerk & Recorder, the current Treasurer, County Clerk, and Circuit Clerk asked to address the board and presented data to aid the Board in the decision-making process. The salary of the Circuit Clerk is not part of the local government act and can be changed at any time and will be on the agenda for next month. 
5) A resolution to set the salary for the next term of office for the Treasurer was presented. Mr. McMillen made a motion to set the salary at $56,000 with yearly 1.6% increases with a second form Mr. Loane with all present voting aye, motion carried.
6) A resolution to set the salary for the next term of office for the County Clerk & Recorder was presented. Ms. Bush made a motion to set the salary at $56,000 with yearly 1.6% increases with a second form Mr. Loane with all present voting aye, motion carried.

At 8:28 pm Ms. Bush made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Ms. Stone with all present voting aye, meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Heather L. Hollis, County Clerk
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