
Stark County Board Meeting Minutes

November 14th, 2023
The Stark County Board met in the Courthouse for the November 14th Board Meeting at 6:30 pm. Chair Bush called the meeting to order. Roll call shows Howes, Loane, Wilson, Orwig, Nowlan, and Bush present. A quorum was established, and Chair Bush led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Nowlan made a motion to approve the agenda with a second from Orwig with all present voting aye, motion carried.

During public comment, the Stark County 4-H brought cookies for the board and several members discussed projects they have been working on. The board thanked them for visiting.
A motion was made by Loane to approve the minutes from the October 10th board meeting with a second by Howes with four ayes and two abstaining, motion carried. 
A motion was made by Wilson to approve the October 16th special meeting minutes with a second from Loane with five ayes and one abstaining, motion carried.

A motion was made by Nowlan to approve the October 25th finance committee meeting minutes with a second from Loane with five ayes and one abstaining, motion carried.

Committee Reports

Police-None
Legislative-Mr. Howes attended a UCCI meeting in Springfield with the main topic of discussion being the new paid leave act which will go into effect January 1, 2024.
Economic Development-Mr. Orwig and Mr. Wilson both attended recent SCCI meetings held in Toulon and Bradford. There will be a gym opening in Toulon soon.
Health Board-The tentative opening of the new Stark County Health Department satellite office in Toulon is scheduled for December 11th.
Road & Bridge-None
Finance-The monthly bills were presented for approval. After discussion, a motion was made by Orwig with a second from Nowlan to approve the payment of the bills with all present voting aye, motion carried.

Highway Report

The Valley Bridge repairs are complete, and the road is now open to traffic. The new grader has been received. The engineer has placed a bid for a tandem truck that is for sale by Elmwood Township. He also requested an amendment to the employee handbook regarding overtime pay when there is a holiday in the pay period. Chair Bush requested he reach out to the other departments for input, this will be on the agenda for December.
Finance Report

None  
Sheriff's Report

Sheriff Sloan reported on the progress of the new E911 communication center. He updated the board on the plans for housing inmates when the jail closes on December 1st. All detainees will be taken to Bureau County.
New Business

I. Approval of Resolution #23-29 to increase the pay for election judges:

Motion made by Nowlan to approve the resolution and seconded by Howes with all present voting aye, motion carried.

II. Approval of Resolution #23-30 to tentatively adopt the FY 23/24 budget:

Motion made by Orwig to approve the resolution and seconded by Loane with four ayes and two voting nays, motion carried.

III. Approval of Resolution #23-31 to approve State’s Attorney Appellate Prosecutor services:

Motion made by Wilson to approve the resolution and seconded by Howes with all present voting aye, motion carried.

IV. Approval of the annual insurance package:
Discussion was on whether to approve the insurance package presented by John Leezer of Leezer Insurance Agency. The proposed new insurance carrier will be Illinois Counties Risk Management Trust (ICRMT). After discussion, a motion was made by Orwig to approve the insurance package and was seconded by Howes with all present voting aye, motion carried. 
V. Agreement for Jail Services with Bureau County:

Discussion was to approve entering into an agreement with Bureau County to provide jail services to the county due to the closure of the jail. After discussion, a motion was made by Orwig to approve the agreement and was seconded by Loane with all present voting aye, motion carried.
At 7:32 pm Wilson made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Nowlan with all present voting aye, meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Heather L. Hollis
County Clerk
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