
Stark County Board Meeting Minutes

February 14th, 2023
The Stark County Board met in the Courthouse for the February 14th Board Meeting at 6:30 pm. Roll call shows Howes, Schaffer, Loane, Orwig, Nowlan, and Bush present. Absent were Wilson & McMillen. A quorum was established, and Mr. Howes led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. Nowlan made a motion to approve the agenda with a second from Mr. Loane with all present voting aye, motion carried.

During the public comment portion, Chair Bush read a statement from the Henry/Stark OEM office on the passing of long-time employee Chief Deputy Tony Tracy. The county will send flowers to the OEM office in memory of Mr. Tracy.
A motion was made by Mr. Howes to approve the minutes from the January 10th board meeting and seconded by Mr. Orwig with all present voting aye, motion carried.
A motion was made by Mr. Nowlan to approve the minutes from the January 30th special meeting and seconded by Mr. Howes with 5 ayes & 1 abstaining, motion carried.

Committee Reports

Police-In the absence of the Sheriff, Mr. Loane gave the Sheriff's report to the board. Items discussed were the purchase of a squad car & cages for the squad cars. The new E911 building redesign is still in progress and the addition of a K-9 unit has been delayed until next year. 
Legislative-Mr. Howes discussed the new wind farm legislation and will update the board as more information becomes available.
Economic Development-Mr. Orwig had a list of questions on the role of the committee and what resources are available. He is working on several ideas and mentioned the need for a grant writer.
Health Board-Chair Bush attended the quarterly health board meeting this past month and reported the annual report will be released soon.
Road & Bridge-In the absence of the County Engineer, Mr. Nowlan gave the engineer report. Quotes for a new grader have been obtained and this will be placed on the agenda for next month. Shafer Farms donated the land needed for the right of way to fix the North Valley bridge. MFT paperwork is finished, and the bids are out for gravel & seal coating.
Finance-The monthly bills were presented for approval. After discussion a motion was made by Mr. Nowlan with a second from Mr. Loane to approve the payment of the bills with all present voting aye, motion carried.

ARPA

The Sheriff is requesting $45,000 from the ARPA fund for the purchase of a new squad car. Mr. Orwig made a motion to approve the request with a second from Mr. Loane with all present voting aye, motion carried.

Highway Report
See Road & Bridge committee.
Finance Report

None
Sheriff's Report

See Police committee.
New Business

1) A resolution to relocate the Essex polling location from the Essex Township building to the Paramount Theater was presented for approval. After discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Howes with a second from Mr. Loane to approve the resolution with all present voting aye, motion carried.
2) The bi-annual review of the closed session minutes resolution was presented for approval. Mr. Loane made a motion to approve the resolution with a second from Mr. Nowlan with all present voting aye, motion carried.
At 7:15 pm Mr. Howes made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Mr. Orwig with all present voting aye, meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Heather L. Hollis
County Clerk
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